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 letter to
editor

Dear Editor,

I read with interest the article A Journey in Time; Mus-
lim, Arab, and Persian Physicians and the History of Sur-
gery by Taqi and AlNasrallah published in volume 14(1) of 
your journal. (Taqi, and AlNasrallah, 2025, pp. 19-32)

The article has ambitious definitions: A Journey in Time, 
Muslim, History of Surgery. I would like to admit that I 
was very excited about discovering lesser-known historical 
figures. Since they point to a large whole, these titles evoke 
comprehensive reviews: ‘Muslim’ and ‘History of Sur-
gery’. The abstract's closing further emphasizes the broad 
focus of the study: “By highlighting these contributions, 
we seek to rectify the historical oversight and endure the 
profound impact of these scholars and their contributions 
to medicine and surgery”. 

The word Muslim has a wide geographical connotation, 
namely, the geography of Islamic civilization. Moreover, 
in such a vast geography, scientists from many different re-
ligions, nationalities, and ethnicities produced knowledge 
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and science that contributed to Islamic civilization and humanity. Despite this, even after 
reading the whole article, I could not understand the reason for the emphasis on Arab and 
Persian physicians in the title.

Is it possible not to mention Albucasis when it comes to surgery, Avicenna, and Rhazes 
in medicine? Journey in Time was completed by adding Haly Abbas and Ibn al-Quff to 
these three giant names.

The fuel of the time machine of the esteemed authors would not be enough for them 
to go as far as Mamluk, Anatolia, Azerbaijan, and Central Asia to examine the contribu-
tions of Turkish (Turkistan, Anatolian, Mamluk, Seljuk, Ottoman, etc.) physicians. Some 
of their most famous are Jalaleddin Hızır, Ishaq bin Murad from Gerede, Sherefeddin 
Sabuncuoglu, al-Rashid b. Ebu el-Vahsh b. Ebi Huaygah, Ebu al-Farac from Malatya, 
al-Sadîd al-Dimyatî, Haci Pasha, etc. (Keskinbora, Üvey, and Gökçe, 2006, pp. 82–86; 
Buharalı, 2006, pp. 29-39; Mazor, 2014, pp. 38-65; Üstün, 2017, pp. 36-44)

To better align the title and scope of the article, I believe that using the words ‘Muslim’ 
and ‘journey in time’ is inappropriate as it indicates a much larger scope than the authors' 
intentions.
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