Dr. Zhang Qi, born in China, graduated in modern and tra-
§ ditional medicine in his home country. He spearheaded the in-
|| tegration of traditional medicine services into the mainstream
I (modern Western) healthcare system, leading the traditional
medicine services in the healthcare sector. He assumed the
presidency of the International Cooperation Department of
China’s State Administration of Traditional Chinese Medicine
(SATCM). Later, He was selected as the vice-president of the
China Academy of Chinese Medical Sciences in the People’s
Republic of China.

In 2009, Dr. Zhang Qi joined the World Health Organization
(WHO). In 2010, he was appointed as the head of the Tradi-
tional, Complementary, and Integrative Medicine Unit in the
Integrated Health Services Department of the World Health
Organization. He served in this position until 2022. He played
a pivotal role in reviving traditional medicines globally, dedi-
cating his efforts to integrating traditional medicines into the
healthcare systems of various countries. As a result, he initiated
the update of WHO’s strategies concerning traditional medi-
cines (WHO traditional medicine strategy, 2014-2023). In line
with this strategy, countries worldwide undertook the publica-
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tion of articles highlighting the necessity of establishing national classification systems for E
their respective traditional medicines. This initiative ultimately led to the formation of the fi
Traditional Medicine and Complementary Medicine section in the international disease clas- |

sification system (ICD-11) (Safdari, et al, 2021; Reddy, and Fan, 2022). Another endeavor of |
Dr. Zhang Qi was the update and expansion of training and practice benchmarks and the de- |

velopment of standard terminologies for various traditional medicines (WHO benchmarks for
the training of Unani medicine, 2022; WHO benchmarks for the practice of Unani medicine,
2022; WHO international standard terminologies on Unani medicine, 2023).

His efforts led to global awareness of the revival of traditional medicines and even interna-
tional and global competitions and occasional misunderstandings. For instance, the common
heritage of Unani and Persian medicine sparked debates around naming benchmarks and
terminologies. However, through his ingenuity in accepting different names and devising
separate benchmarks, this matter transformed from a threat to an opportunity for expanding
various traditional medicines and strengthening their interconnections.

Also, Dr. Zhang Qi made valuable efforts during the COVID-19 pandemic to organize

meetings for traditional medicine scientists to provide acceptable TM medical care (WHO |

COVID-19 meeting report, 2021).

One of his last meritorious services was the inauguration of the WHO Global Centre for
Traditional Medicine (GCTM) in Jamnagar, Gujarat, India, on April 20, 2022. This was a
big step in the research and development of traditional medicines supported by WHO (WHO
GCTM, 2022).

Conflict of Interest
None.

References
Reddy, B., and Fan, A.Y., 2022. Incorporation of complementary and traditional medicine in ICD-
11. BMC Med Inform Decis Mak, 21(Suppl 6), p. 381. Doi: 10.1186/s12911-022-01913-7. PMID:

. 35773641; PMCID: PMC9248085.

Safdari, R., Rezaeizadeh, H., Arji, G., Abbassian, A., Mokhtaran, M., Dehghan, R., Shekalyou, S.,
2021. The necessity to develop a national classification system for Iranian traditional medicine.
Health Inf Manag, 50(3), pp. 128-139. Doi: 10.1177/1833358319872820. Epub 2019 Sep 9. PMID:
31500451.

WHO benchmarks for the practice of Unani medicine, 2022. Available at: https://www.who.int/
publications/i/item/9789240042698. [ Accessed 24 Dec 2023 ]

WHO benchmarks for the training of Unani medicine, 2022. Available at: https://www.who.int/
publications/i/item/9789240042735. [Accessed 24 Dec 2023]

WHO COVID-19 meeting report, 2021. Available at: https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-
source/2021-dha-docs/meeting-report---who-expert-meeting-on-evaluation-of-tcm-in-the-treat-
ment-of-covid-19.pdf. [Accessed 24 Dec 2023 ]

WHO GCTM, 2022. Available at: https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/campaigns-and-ini-
tiatives/who-global-centre-for-traditional-medicine/who_global-centre-traditional-medicine over-

| view_website.pdf?sfvrsn=9fd0756b 6&download=true. [Accessed 24 Dec 2023]

A WHO international standard terminologies on Unani medicine, 2023. Available at: https://www. |
| who.int/publications/i/item/9789240064959. [ Accessed 24 Dec 2023]

WHO traditional medicine strategy, 2014-2023. Available at: https://www.who.int/publications/i/
item/9789241506096. [Accessed 24 Dec 2023]

= ——————a

Res Hist Med 2024; 13(3)



