bstract
he Ottoman Empire was established in the western neighboring Iran during the
late 13th century and early 14th centuries. The relationship between the Ottoma:
mpire and Iran fluctuated between periods of peace and conflict. The migratio
f Iranian scholars to the Ottoman Empire is a significant aspect of the historica
ies between These two country.
ne of these scholars was Mohammad ibn Mahmoud Shirvani who authore
edical books and served different Ottoman rulers.
e was born in the Shirvan region of Azerbaijan and later migrated to the Ot
oman Empire. He served in the court of Sultan Mehmed II as one of the seve
esteemed physicians. He continued to practice medicine and held the position o
Chief Physician of Bayezid II before the year 889 AH.
is works include pharmaceutical compilations like Revzat al-Atr fi’l-Tibb, oph-
halmology works such as al-Murshid, and other medical compilations like Sul-
aniye and Yaqubiyye. These works indicate Shirvani’s extensive knowledge i
arious medical fields. :l
Shirvani’s familiarity with the works of respected physicians like Avicenna an
bn al-Baytar enriched his contributions to various medical fields. As an Iranian,
e was able to draw from the works of other Iranian doctors written in Persian,|
enefiting from their insights. He made significant contributions to medicalf
owledge in the Ottoman civilization, as he facilitated the transmission of Ira-
ian medical scholarship to the Ottoman Empire. Further research on his manu-
scripts and their comparison with medical texts from subsequent periods could]
ield valuable insights into his lasting impact on the field of medicine.

ey words: Medicine, Ottoman Empire, Safavids, Iranian scholars, migration off
hysicians, Azerbaijan, Civilization
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Introduction

With the establishment of the Ottoman Empire (699 AH/1300 CE - 1340 AH/1922 CE)
in the late 13™ and early 14" centuries, a government was established in Iran’s western
neighborhood, whose peace and war relations with Iran continued from the Timurid dy-
nasty to the end of the Qajar dynasty. (Safa, 1990, p. 19; Inalcik, 2000, p. 5) The estab-
lishment of the Safavid Empire in Iran led to an increase in military, political, economic,
and cultural ties between the two regions. The migration of scientific scholars from Iran
to the Ottoman Empire is a significant aspect of the historical connections between the
two regions. This migration began centuries ago and was intensified by changes in the
political and cultural conditions of both Iran and the Ottoman Empire. (Dinparast, 2013)

Several physicians immigrated to the Ottoman Empire and held positions such as Chief |

Physician (Hekimbasilik) in the Ottoman court or hospital physician. This contributed to
the exchange of knowledge and ideas between the two civilizations.

Many of these scholars were physicians who achieved high-ranking positions in the
Ottoman court or hospitals, composed significant medical texts, and translated crucial

Arabic and Persian books into Turkish, significantly influencing medicine’s development |

in the Islamic era. (Dadayev, 2020; Shoshtari Yegane et al, 2017) Among these schol-
ars was Mohammad ibn Mahmoud Shirvani, a Physician who authored several medical
books and served different Ottoman rulers.

Shirvani’s life, education, migration, and Ottoman court
Mohammad ibn Mahmoud al-Qostantiyni al-Rumi al-Shirvani (also Known as Shuk-

- rollah Shirvani) was born in the Shirvan region of Azerbaijan. (Bursali, 1923, p. 235;

Uludag, 1925, pp. 166-167) Throughout history, his name has appeared in different forms
in various sources, such as Mahmoud ibn Mohammad, Mahmoud Shirvani, Mohammad
ibn Mahmoud Shirvani, Haji Shirvani and Shukrollah Shirvani. (Ihsanoglu, 2008, p. 42;
Sirvani, 2012, p. 13)

In most sources, it is stated that he left his homeland for the Ottoman Empire,
(Tashkubri'zadah, 1975, p. 135) While some sources suggest that he went to study in
Cairo, there is limited information about his place of study (Tarbiyat, 1999, p. 303) He
eventually entered the court of Sultan Mehmed II(Mehmed the Conqueror, Fatih who
ruled from 1444 to1446 and 1451t0o1481 CE) and was considered one of the seven im-
portant physicians in his court, which included four Iranians, one Arab, one Turk and one
Jew. (Purgstall, 1988, p. 690) During the reign of Bayezid II (r 1481-1512 CE), Shirvani
enjoyed a high level of respect and closeness in the Ottoman court. He wrote a book
called “Riadololum” in Persian dedicated to Bayezid II. (Kiatib Tchélébi, 1941, p. 937;
Al-Baghdadi, 1951, p. 225). This book covered a range of subjects, including arithmetic,
astronomy, logic and innovation, poetry, and Sufism. (Tarbiyat, 1999, p. 303) Before 889
AH, Shirvani held the position of Chief Physician of Bayezid II’s court. (Bursali, 1923,
p. 249)

He possessed extensive knowledge in the sciences of Hadith and Tafsir, which ac-
cording to some historians, like Joseph von Hammer Purgstall, contributed to his es-
teemed status in the eyes of Sultan Muhammad Fateh. (Purgstall, 1988, p. 690) However,
Tashkubri'zadah holds that Shirvani’s medical prowess was the main reason the Ottoman
ruler took an interest in him. (Tashkubri'’zadah, 1975, p. 135) In addition to his service
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to the Ottoman sultans, Shirvani served several local rulers, producing a range of schol-
arly works in different fields at their request. He wrote Ilyasiyye for Iliyas ibn Orhan (r
1402-1421 CE), Yakubiyye for Yaqiib bey (r 1402-1429 CE) and Sultaniye for Mehmed
Chelebi (r 1402- 1421 CE) (Ihsanoglu, 2008, p. 42; Sirvani, 2012, p. 13)

Various narratives about the year of Shirvani’s death

There are different accounts regarding the year of Shirvani’s death. Most historians agree
that he passed away during the reign of Bayezid Il in 912 AH. (Al-Baghdadi, 1951, p. 225;
Kiatib Tchélébi, 1941, p. 937; thsanoglu et al, 1984, p. 267) but Tashkubri'zadah estimates
his death during the rule of Sultan Mehmed II, around 885-886 AH. (Tashkubri'zadah,
1975, p. 135). Some other sources support Tashkubri'zadah’s estimation of Shirvani’s
death. (Tarbiyat, 1999, p. 303; Kahhalah, 1956, p. 316)

Shirvani’s works and treatises
1- Tuhfe-yi Muradi

“Tuhfe-yi Muradi” is a work in Turkish (Uludag, 1925, p. 167; Uzungarsili, 1989, p.
609) written by Mohammad ibn Mahmoud al-Shirvani, comprising an introduction and
25 chapters. The book was dedicated to Sultan Murad II (r 1421-1451). Researchers have
estimated that the book was written in 833 AH (1430 AD). In this book, there are refer-
ences to eminent medical authors such as Aristotle, Ibn Sina, and Ibn Sharif. In 2012,
Mustafa Argunsah edited and published a version of this book in Turkish. He stated that
“Tuhfe-yi Muradi” might be the same work as Shirvani’s “Cevhername,” because both
books have 25 chapters and contain similar content. However, he emphasizes that in
some topics, Tuhfe-yi Muradi has elaborated on and expanded the subjects discussed in
“Cevhername,”. (Sirvani, 2012, p. 14)

2- Ilyasiyye

Shirvani wrote the book “Ilyasiyye” for Iliyas ibn Orhan in Arabic and then translated |

it into Turkish at the request of Iliyas. (Thsanoglu, 2008, p. 42; Kiatib Tchélébi, 1941,
p. 161) The book consists of an introduction and ten chapters.(Bayat, 2010, p. 287) No
manuscript of it has been discovered to date. (Ihsanoglu, 2008, p. 42)

3- Sultaniye

“Sultaniye” is a book in Turkish authored by Mohammad ibn Mahmoud al-Shirvani and
dedicated to Mehmed Chelebi. The book contains various topics about eating and drink-
ing, body movements, eye health, ear health, sleep, the benefits and harms of hunger, the
effects of constipation, bathing, and sexual relationships. A manuscript of “Sultaniye,”
dated 918 AH, is preserved in the Serez library (at Siileymaniye Library). (lhsanoglu,
2008, p. 48) In one of the existing manuscripts of this book, Shirvani’s name is men-
tioned as the author on the first page, as illustrated in Figure 1.

4- Yaqubiyye

“Yaqubiyye” is a book by Shirvani, dedicated to Yaqub bey. Some historians and cata-
logers believe that it was written between 1402 and 1420. (Bayat, 2010, pp. 284-285;
Ihsanoglu, 2008, p. 49) The book comprises an introduction and thirty chapters, with the
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introduction delving into the purpose of human creation and the principles of preventive F
1l medicine. Subsequent chapters cover a range of health-related topics, such as the proper-
ft ties of heavy and light foods, seasonal sports, horse riding, sleep patterns, and various

types of medicinal treatments like poultices. (Bayat, 2010, pp. 284-285, Ihsanoglu, 2008,
il p-49)
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’ Figure 1. First pages of Sultaniye by Shirvani (Shirvani, n.d.b.)

5- Risala fi’l-qulanc va’l-Ihtibas

¢ In “Revzat al-Atr fi’l-Tibb”, Shirvani has discussed the causes and symptoms of ab-
dominal pain. The date of writing this book goes back to 837 AH/1434 AD. A Turkish
" manuscript of this work, written by Mustafa ibn Yusuf in the year 909 AH, is kept in

Sulaymaniyah Library (Sehid Ali Pasa Collection) with the number 2045/4. (Ihsanoglu, E
2008, p. 49)

|| 6- Revzat al-Atr fi’l-Tibb

3" “Revzat al-Atr fi’l-Tibb” is a valuable book on pharmaceuticals and their preparation
|| methods, measurement techniques, duration, and adverse events. Throughout the book,
1| Shirvani references the works of Iranian doctors such as Seyyed Ismail Jorjani and Ibn
1| Sina (Avicenna). The book consists of an introduction and 44 chapters, covering a wide
|| range of medicines including narcotics, antidotes, pills, suppositories, and other forms
} of drugs. (Ihsanoglu, 2008, p. 47; Shirvani, n.d.a.). Figure 2 is an example of one of the

5
|| manuscripts of this book from the Library, Museum and Document Center of Iran Parlia-
[;. ment.

Res Hist Med 2024; 13(2)



An Immigrant Iranian Physician in the 9th Century

_—

T A

Figure 2. Revzat al-Atr fi’l-Tibb (Shirvani, n.d.a.)

| 7- al-Murshid
“Al-Murshid” is a significant work in Turkish authored by Shirvani. It is about ophthal-
mology and the treatment of eye disorders. (Bayat, 2010, p. 291; ihsanoglu, 2008, p. 45)
It seems that the book was completed in 841 AH (May 25 to June 5, 1438 AD) Shirvani
| wrote this book due to the lack of a reliable and comprehensive book on eye diseases at
| that time. (fhsanoglu, 2008, p. 45) This work is written in three parts: the first part has
an introduction, six chapters, and eighteen sections, the second part includes seventeen
chapters and one hundred and ten sections, and the third part has three chapters and eigh-
teen sections(Bayat, 2010, p. 291; Thsanoglu, 2008, p. 45)
Some historians consider “al-Murshid” to be one of the most important works on oph-
| thalmology in the Islamic era. (Bayat, 2010, p. 291) Other works attributed to Shirvani
include Kitab-1 Gozide-yi ilm-i Tib and al-Faslu’l-Ashir fi Marifeti’[-Evzani va’l-Mekaiy!l,
Kahhalnamih nour al-Oyun and Lataif al-Jalileh. Manuscripts of these texts are avail- |
| able in different libraries around the world. (Bayat, 2010, p. 285; Thsanoglu, 2008, p. 44)
Table 1 provides an overview of some of the available manuscripts of Shirvani’s works
in different libraries. (Thsanoglu, 2008, pp. 42-50; Thsanoglu et al, 1984, p. 267)

Res Hist Med 2024; 13(2)



Sobhan Ghezloo et al

Table 1: Available manuscript of Mohammad ibn Mahmoud Shirvani at different libraries

Collection number

Library Name of the work

15049

British Library, Oriental and India Office Coll Kitab-1 Gozide-yi ilm-i Tib

1840

Manisa

29

Cerrahpaga Tib Tarihi al- Murshid

1061

koguslar

2015

Gotha

506

Hac1 Besir Aga

2093/3

Sehid Ali Pasa

76

Haleb

877

Vatican Revzat al-Atr fi'l-Tibb

3137

Berlin

288

Kavala II

242

Med Laur

6615

Library, Museum and Document Center of Iran Parliament

2045/4

Sehid Ali Paga Risala fi’l-qulanc va’l-Ihtibas

2756

Serez

184/2

Kopriilii

R 1585/1

Gazi Hiisrev Bey Sultaniye

1848/4

Manisa

2074/1

Sehid Ali Pasa

2118/1

Sehid Ali Paga Yaqubiyye

2093/8

al-Faslu’l-Ashir fi Marifeti’l-

LEHC Y Evzani va’l-Mekaiyl

254

Ali Emiri Tib Kahhalnamih nour al-Oyun

1848/4

Manisa

Lataif al-Jalileh

Conclusion

The migration of Iranian physicians and scholars to Anatolia during the Ottoman Em-
pire is an important aspect of the history of Islamic medicine. Mohammad ibn Mahmoud
Shirvani is one of the leading figures in this field, having made significant contributions
to Ottoman medicine through his various works on diverse medical subjects. Compila-
tion of works in the field of pharmaceuticals, such as Revzat al-Atr fi’l-Tibb, ophthal-
mology works, such as al-Murshid, and compilations in other medical subjects, such as
Sultaniye and Yaqubiyye, demonstrate Shirvani’s extensive knowledge across multiple
medical domains.

Shirvani’s deep understanding of the works of respected physicians, such as Avicenna
and Ibn al-Baytar, has significantly improved the quality of his works in various fields.
As an Iranian, his fluency in Persian allowed him to extensively draw from the works
of other Iranian doctors, like Seyed Esmail Jorjani, who also wrote in Persian, enabling
him to extensively draw from their works. Undoubtedly, he has made a significant con-
tribution to the advancement of medical knowledge within the Ottoman civilization and
facilitated the transmission of medical knowledge from both Muslim and non-Muslim
Iranian scholars to the Ottoman Empire.

Res Hist Med 2024; 13(2)
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‘ ] Further research on Shirvani’s manuscripts and comparing them with subsequent medi-
| cal texts can provide valuable insights into his influence on Islamic medical knowledge,
offering a promising avenue for future studies.
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